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A portable church is a church that rents a facility 
to set up and tear down each week.  Many church 
plants start off as portable churches. 

A growing church is a church that reaches out to 
young families. Something that young families have 
in common …BABIES! The nursery is a vital area of 
church planting that must be given priority from the 
beginning. As a healthy church grows, the nursery 
should be developing in balance with other ministries of the church. At the start of a 
church, you don’t have to overdo your nursery- just start with the basics. At whatever 
rate of growth your church experiences, make sure the nursery is always safe, sanitary, 
comfortable, and attractive. 
 

Keep it Simple

Setting up and tearing down a portable church each week takes effort. A healthy 
church team considers one another as they work together to grow to reach their com-
munity. To avoid becoming too laborious to the crew, keep it simple by giving creative 
thought to nursery purchases. 

Transport as much as possible on wheels•	 . When pur-  
 chasing equipment, think about how that equipment   
 can be transported in tubs or cabinets.  

Keep the size down•	 . When making purchases, look for  
 items that will fold or stack nicely. Don’t buy equip-  
 ment if it is too large or bulky for the truck. 

Don’t go overboard on toys•	 . Make sure that the toys   
 that you do have are durable, washable, age appro-  
 priate, and toys that the children will use. 

    

Growth and Age Disbursement 

When a church is just starting, you may have a smaller group of children and caregivers 
and/or a restricted amount of space that necessitates combining several ages in the 
same area. Combining ages can be a challenge because young children with varying 
ages also have a large range of abilities and needs. 

Anticipating growth, a nursery coordinator will need to keep in mind what the next step 
will be in splitting up children into different ages. The nursery coordinator will also need 
to be in communication with church leadership about what will be needed for growth 
in space, workers, and equipment. 

Whatever growth rate  
your church experiences, 
make sure your nursery is:

Safe•	
Sanitary•	
Comfortable•	
Attractive•	
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Making the Most of Your Space

When a church leases a facility, it is important for a 
nursery team to be positive about the space they 
are given whether it is a separate room, a shared 
space, or even a hallway. 

Its best to have separate rooms for your groups; 
however, often times leased spaces will offer one 
large area that requires dividing the space for your 
different age groups. For babies and toddlers, we 
suggest an interlocking play pen so that young chil-
dren cannot wander from their designated space.  
Pipe and drape or colorful room dividers can also 
be used around the play pen to block off hallways and unused space or to dress up 
cluttered walls. We also suggest securing a room by placing a gate in the doorway, as 
long	as	it	does	not	violate	any	fire	codes.	

Portable Nursery Equipment

In	purchasing	nursery	equipment,	keep	in	mind	that	you	can	find	slightly	used	equip-
ment at a much cheaper cost at consignment shops, consignment sales, garage 
sales, or online. You can also let your launch team know items you need, and they 
might have items they could donate. Also check what equipment you have access 
to through your leased facility, such as tables and chairs, before making unnecessary 
purchases. 

Rocking Chairs
You	can	purchase	folding	rocking	chairs	online.*		You	can	also	find	folding	rocking	
chairs that are sold as patio furniture.  

Changing Tables
There are portable changing tables available at stores and online.**  You can also pur-
chase a 4-foot folding table, and place a curved changing mat on top. The table can 
be covered with a cloth and used to store supplies underneath it. 

Cribs
Use folding “pack-and-play” playyards for sleeping areas. 

Toys
Avoid	bulky	toys	that	could	be	difficult	to	store	or	transport.	•	
Do not get too many toys because it becomes too much to clean.•	
Avoid toys that cannot be disinfected, such as stuffed animals, dolls with hair, toys   •	

 with cloth, etc. 
Purchase toys that are age appropriate. Avoid toys that could be hazardous to a   •	

 young child. 

* “Rock-a-By” rocking chairs, ** Ikea
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Registration	and	Classroom	Identification

Parents want to know that the church 
has taken precautions to assure the 
safety of their child, especially if the 
church is meeting in a public facility. 
Registration is one way a church pro-
tects the children as they are received 
and released to their parents/guardians.  
In a portable situation, registration can 
be set up with tables, pipe and drape, 
and banners. Signs on easels or banners 
can also be used to help identify the 
nursery area. 

Registration	workers	need	to	assure	that	parents	have	labeled	all	bottles,	pacifiers	and	
personal	items.	Visitors	should	fill	out	a	connection	card	that	asks	about	food	restrictions	
or allergies. Visitors should also receive a brochure that informs parents/guardians about 
the nursery, including your healthy-child policy and procedures for registration.

Sanitizing and Securing Your Nursery

Volunteer	Identification. We recommend that volunteers wear customized t-shirts with 
the church name printed on them. The t-shirts will identify adults in the children’s ministry 
as those screened, trained, and approved by the church to work with children. 

Flooring.	A	nursery	needs	to	have	a	clean	floor	for	crawlers	and	walkers.	Normally	a	
rented	facility	has	floors	that	the	public	uses,	and	you	cannot	assure	that	the	floor	is	
clean.	We	recommend	that	you	purchase	mats	or	interlocking	foam	floor	pieces	for	the	
nursery. They can be washed, disinfected, and easily stored and transported. They also 
give	a	cushion	to	young	children	who	crawl	or	roll	on	the	floor.	We	do	not	recommend	
using	carpet	pieces	because	of	the	bacteria	that	can	be	picked	up	in	the	fibers.		

Cleaning and Disinfecting
Have disinfecting wipes, paper towels, and rubber gloves available for cleaning. •	
Have	dish	detergent	in	the	room	for	bottles	and	pacifiers	that	fall	on	the	floor	or		 	•	

 get into the hands of another child. 
Nursery	workers	should	wear	aprons	around	their	waist	with	pockets	to	carry	travel			•	

 size hand sanitizer and tissues. 
If you have multiple services, have more bins of toys to change between services,   •	

 so you don’t have to clean toys between services. 

Free Resources Available at GrowChurches.com
Samples of policies are posted on GrowChurches.com including a Healthy Child Policy, 
Diaper	Changing	Policy,	Links	for	Children’s	Ministry,	and	a	sample	Nursery	Handbook.	

Special thanks to friends who contribuated thoughts and ideas to this article: JaLaeh 
Singer, Karen Neal, and Matt Waters. 


