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A portable church is a church that rents a facility 
to set up and tear down for services.  Whether you 
meet in a school, a community center, a theater, or 
other venue, that space can be transformed into a 
place where kids are excited to come to church!

A growing church is a church that recognizes the 
value of reaching and maintaining families by 
providing an excellent ministry for their children. A 
thriving church realizes that kids church is a place of 
ministry where young people grow in their relation-
ship with God and with each other. 

Keep it Simple

Setting up and tearing down a portable church each week takes effort. A healthy church team con-
siders one another as they work together to grow to reach their community. To avoid becoming too 
laborious to the crew, keep it simple by giving creative thought to purchases. 1. Transport as much as 
possible on wheels. When purchasing equipment, think about how that equipment can be transport-
ed in tubs or cabinets.  2. Keep the size down. When making purchases, look for items that will fold or 
stack nicely. Don’t buy equipment if it is too large or bulky for the truck. 3. Don’t go overboard with 
stuff. Make sure that the equipment that you purchase will be used and will last. 

Choosing Curriculum and Formating Structure

There are many curriculms available for children’s ministry (see Links for Children’s Ministry on Grow-
Churches.com).  Some churches prefer the large group church setting for their kids ministry. Others 
prefer to split their children into small groups. Others choose to do a combination of kids church and 
small groups. The curriculum and structure that you choose may depend on the faciltiy that your 
church utilizes. If you need to keep the noise level at a minimum, you may need to consider the small 
group structure. Your choice on structure may also be determined on whether you have a large 
space for kids church or not. One key to doing portable church is being flexible and adapting the 
ministry to your situation. 

Registration and Security

Parents want to know that the church has taken precautions 
to assure the safety of their child. Registration is one way a 
church protects the children as they are received and re-
leased to their parents/guardians.  Volunteers should also 
wear identifying t-shirts or lanyards. You may want to station 
an adult to monitor the hallways. In a portable situation, regis-
tration can be set up with tables, pipe and drape, and ban-
ners. Visitors should fill out a connection card that asks about 
food restrictions or allergies. Visitors should also receive a 
brochure that informs parents/guardians about your ministry.
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Portable Kids Church Equipment

If your church chooses to do small groups for children’s min-
istry, your set up will most likely include portable tables and 
chairs. Before purchasing equipment, see what is provided in 
your lease agreement with the facility. 

If your church chooses to use a large group structure, you 
can choose to keep it as simple or as elaborate as you 
choose. Here are some basic items to consider for a large 
group:

Pipe and Drape
Using pipe and drape is one of the most efficient ways to take someone else’s space and make 
it your own. It covers existing walls, hides unused equipment, blocks off extra space, and creates 
boundaries. Pipe and drape can also be used as a dressing room for drama characters, store large 
objects for lessons, or a puppet show. You can also use the pipe to hang banners, lights, and screens. 

Fun Carpet Pieces
Colorful carpet pieces help to dress up kids church. They are sold in all sorts of sizes and shapes and 
colors. You can also used carpet pieces when playing games. 

Projectors and Screens
With a projector and screen, your kids church can utilize worship videos, teaching videos, PowerPoint 
displays, photos, and more! 

Covered Table
In a large group setting, teaching is usually aided by visual aids, games, and prizes. A folding table is 
both portable and good counter space for your activities. You can also hide teaching aids under a 
covered table until it is time to use them. 

Lighting
You can attach lights to pipe and drape to add to an excit-
ing atmosphere. You can also buy novelty lights to dress up a 
corner of a room. If you have a larger kids group, you could 
have a light board, and use truss to set your lights up.  

Sound System
If you have a large group for kids church, a portable sound 
system could be beneficial. You could also invest in a small 
sound board. 

If your kids enjoy their experience at church, they will want to come back. It is important for a church 
plant to minister to the entire family from the beginning if you want to build momentum and grow to 
reach your community. Make sure that you make children’s ministry a priority from the start.

Free Resources Available at GrowChurches.com
See GrowChurches.com for several children’s ministry resources including sample forms, a sample 
handbook, sample policies, and links for resources.

Special thanks to Pastors Troy and Penny Maxwell of Freedom House Church for permission to use 
photographs of their portable children’s ministry in this article. www.freedomhousechurch.org 
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