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Is Tithing a New Testament Principle? 
 
By Melanie Stone 
 
 
Thereʼs no doubt that tithing was an Old Testament principle for the Jew, but is tithing 
relevant to the Christian believer today? Is tithing even mentioned in the New 
Testament? I believe that tithing is a new covenant principle, and I would like to share 
New Testament scriptures that show us that tithing is applicable to me and to you.  
 
The Purpose of the Tithe 
There is more than one purpose for giving God the tithe. For one, Malachi says that the 
first ten percent of our increase doesnʼt belong to us – it belongs to God. When we give 
the tithe, we are giving God what is already His. Another purpose for the tithe is to honor 
God with a tangible expression that we value Him as our authority, a form of worship.1 
God never meant for the tithe to become a religious obligation, but a loving act of trust 
and obedience. Another purpose is to signify our covenant with God, illustrating that 
everything that we have is His and that everything He has is ours. Another purpose is to 
celebrate our salvation by honoring Christ as the firstfruits of our resurrection by giving 
Him our firstfruits, the first ten percent of our increase.2 Tithing is also a way of putting 
action to our faith in the Lord as our provider. Tithing is also a practical method for 
meeting the needs of Godʼs house, the corporate place of worship.3 However, is ten 
percent still required as a minimum to give to your local church today? 
 
New Covenant 
Tithing is mentioned a couple of times in the Gospel books in the New Testament, but 
the Gospels were written under the old covenant. The only time tithing is mentioned in 
the New Testament other than in the Gospels is in a passage in Hebrews 7. The full 
thought of what is being said actually starts in Hebrews 6:13. It begins by mentioning a 
promise that God made to Abraham about giving him a large number of descendants 
and blessing the nations through his seed (understand that the Seed is Christ and that 
salvation has been made available to all mankind through His human sacrifice).  
 
In Hebrews 6:19, 20 it says that Jesus was a forerunner, someone who has entered into 
Godʼs presence ahead of us on our behalf. We know that Jesus removed the penalty of 
sin and judgment, making a way where He could enter into Godʼs presence; thus making 
a way for others to enter into a relationship with God in the spirit. Jesus removed the veil 
of separation between God and people. In verse 20 it says that Jesus became “High 
Priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek.” 
 
A priest is a mediator, someone that administers sacrifice on behalf of the people so that 
God and mankind can enjoy fellowship. Jesus has become our High Priest by going into 
Godʼs presence and paying the sacrifice. There is another priest in the Bible to whom 
Christ is compared. His name is Melchizedek.   

                                                
1 Proverbs 3:9,10 Honor the Lord 
2 Romans 8:19; I Corinthians 15:20, 23; Colossians 1:15, 18 
3 Malachi 3:8-11 
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Melchizedek a Type of Christ 
The first time tithing is seen in the Bible is in Genesis 14:18-20. This was long before the 
Law and Godʼs first covenant with the Jews. There is an encounter between two men, 
one being Melchizedek and the other being Abraham. Melchizedek was the king of 
Salem. He had political authority in early history. He also had spiritual authority. 
Melchizedek was also a priest, or mediator, of God Most High. Itʼs interesting to mention 
that Melchizedek was not Jewish, but Melchizedek knew God and represented God as a 
representative of God.  
 
Abraham is known as the patriarch of the Israelites, but at this time, he had no heir. 
Abraham was a man that believed in God and was in pursuit of obeying Godʼs promise 
of blessing (chapter 12). Abraham had defeated an enemy in battle and won their 
wealth. Abraham gave a tithe of his plunder to the priest, Melchizedek. This word tithe in 
the Hebrew language literally means one-tenth. Abraham honored God by giving ten 
percent of what he acquired to the High Priest.  
 
Jesus as High Priest 
Back in Hebrews, looking at chapter 7, it mentions that Abraham gave tithes to 
Melchizedek and the High Priest spoke a blessing over Abraham from God. Throughout 
the rest of chapter seven, we read about Jesus being the priest, or mediator, of the new 
covenant. This fulfills a prophesy from Psalm 110:4 “The Lord has sworn and will not 
relent, “You are a priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek.”  
 
Verse 8 says, “Here mortal men receive tithes, but there he received them, of whom it is 
witnessed that he lives.” This is a New Testament scripture that speaks about tithing 
under the new covenant. “Here mortal men receive tithes.” Melchizadek was a mortal 
man, a king of a nation and a human priest who served as a mediator for God. Here, 
today, under the new covenant, people give ten percent of their income back to God by 
giving to their place of worship. Although we give our tithe and offerings to our local 
church, the scripture says that under the new covenant Jesus Christ is receiving 
our tithe as an act of worship and obedience. 
 
There is clearly a blessing to those who obey the Lord by giving their tithes and 
offerings. Our obedience opens a door to blessing where God can freely move in our 
lives. It brings a promise of provision, as well as blessing in other areas of life.4 It is also 
true that disobedience will bring judgment and tie Godʼs hands from moving in our lives.5 
The judgment may or may not come in the area of finances, but it will show up in some 
area of our life. We will reap what we sow.6 If you are obedient to tithe, you can be 
confident before God. If you are disobedient in the tithe, I encourage you to ask the Lord 
for His forgiveness and begin now to give ten percent to your local church. Honor the 
Lord and give Him what He asks of you. He wants your heart and your obedience. Faith 
without action is not productive, so give and see what God will do for you!  

                                                
4 Acts 10 (note verse 2 and 4) 
5 I Corinthians 11:27-32 
6 Galatians 6:7-9 


