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The Seventieth Week and the Tribulation are two different happenings. The Seventieth 
Week describes the last seven years before Jesus reigns on the earth. The Tribulation 
is three-and-a-half years long, and it occurs during the last half of those seven years. 
Both of these happenings are specifically purposed for Israel and the Jews; however, 
the scripture also gives insight into the situation of other nations and the global condition 
of the world.  
 
The Abomination of Desolation occurs in the middle of the Seventieth Week. This event 
is when the Antichrist turns against the Jews and stops their worship in the sanctuary 
(See Matthew 24:15, Mark 13:14, Luke 21:20, Daniel 11:31, Daniel 12:11). The 
Tribulation, also known as the “Great Tribulation” and the “time of Jacob’s trouble,” 
follows the Abomination of Desolation.   
 
The overall purpose of end time prophecy is to bring an end to failed human 
governments, and establish Jesus as the king of His new government. God is able to 
look into the future to perceive the end the human race brings itself to, as well as the 
culmination of the spiritual conflict between the descendants of Isaac (the Jews) and 
Ishmael (the Arabs). The message is that salvation comes through faith, dependency on 
God as our Lord, not works, the self-sufficiency of humankind. As you study these 
scriptures, read them in anticipation of the return of your King.  
 
 
A. THE SEVENTIETH WEEK 
 

Daniel 9:24 
“Seventy weeks are determined for your people and for your holy city, to finish 
the transgression, to make an end of sins, to make reconciliation for iniquity, to 
bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal up vision and prophecy, and to anoint 
the Most Holy.”  
 

• There are seventy weeks determined for the Jews and Jerusalem.  
 

• The word translated “week” literally means “seven.” Seventy weeks means 
“seventy sevens” or 490 years that are targeted towards the Jews and 
Jerusalem. 

 
• The seventy weeks (sevens) give a timeline of events leading to the end.  

 
• The seventy weeks bring an end to human government and termination to 

the dominion of sin and death (“to finish the transgression, to make an end 
of sins”). 
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• Satan loses the access mankind permitted him in the earth (“to finish the 
transgression, to make an end of sins”). 

 
• After the seventy weeks, Jesus reigns in righteousness from Jerusalem, 

the righteousness He provided through His death and resurrection. The 
anointing of God is on Jesus and His temple (“to anoint the Most Holy”).  

 
• This vision and prophecy will be fulfilled (“to seal up vision and prophecy”). 

 
Daniel 9:25 
“Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the command to 
restore and build Jerusalem until Messiah the Prince, there shall be seven weeks 
and sixty-two weeks; the street shall be built again, and the wall, even in 
troublesome times.” 
 

• The seventy weeks are divided into three sections. The first lasts 49 
years, the second lasts 434 years, and the third lasts 7 years.  

 
• The 49 years started when King Artaxerxes made the decree to rebuild 

the temple and walls of Jerusalem, and ended with the restoration of 
Jerusalem (445 to 396 B.C.). 

 
• The 434 years ended with “Messiah the Prince.” The word “Prince” in the 

Hebrew means “to be announced as prince.” Jesus was received and 
announced as the Messiah on the day we refer to as “The Triumphal 
Entry,” when Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a donkey (from 396 B.C. to 
A.D. 32).  

 
When the religious leaders demanded Jesus silence His followers from 
proclaiming Him as the Messiah, Jesus said, “I tell you that if these should 
keep silent, the stones would immediately cry out (Luke 19:40).” The 
reason Jesus said that was because Daniel 9:25 had to be fulfilled.  

 
• The Seventieth Week, the last 7 years, has yet to be fulfilled. 

 
Daniel 9:26 
“And after the sixty-two weeks (seven year periods) Messiah shall be cut off, but 
not for Himself; and the people of the prince who is to come shall destroy the city 
and the sanctuary. The end of it shall be with a flood, and till the end of the war 
desolations are determined.”  
 

• The sixty-two week section has ended. After the sixty-two weeks, the last 
set of seven years is interrupted. Two events take place – the Messiah is 
cut and the city and sanctuary are destroyed.  
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• The Hebrew word for “cut off” is karat, meaning, “to cut” and it used when 
cutting a covenant. The scriptures have made it very clear that Jesus 
bones would not be broken, which is the procedure for finalizing a 
crucifixion. Instead, Jesus’ side was pierced and blood and water poured 
out. Jesus was cut for the new covenant at his crucifixion. The Triumphal 
Entry took place the same day the Jews selected the lambs for their 
Passover Feast. Jesus was the spotless Lamb chosen for the Jews.  

 
• The city of Jerusalem and the sanctuary is destroyed. This happened in 

70 A.D. when the Romans overthrew Jerusalem. Not one stone was left 
on top of the other in the temple because the Romans melted it down for 
the gold (see Matthew 24:2). The event occurred thirty-eight years after 
the sixty-ninth year ended.  

 
• Jerusalem is destroyed by the people of the prince who is to come. This 

refers to the antichrist. The people who destroyed the city were Romans. 
The Antichrist will either be from Roman descent or will come out of a 
country that was once part of the old Roman empire.  

 
• The idea that these two events take place after the sixty-nine years end 

indicates that there is a gap between the 69th and 70th week.  
 

Daniel 9:27 
“Then he shall confirm a covenant with many for one week; but in the middle of 
the week he shall bring an end of sacrifice and offering. And on the wing of 
abominations shall be one who makes desolate, even until the consummation, 
which is determined, is poured out on the desolate.”  
 

• There remains seven years that are determined for the Jews. Before the 
final seven years are fulfilled, there is a season for the Gentiles (See Luke 
21:24, Romans 11:25, John 10:16, Hosea 2:23, Galatians 3:16, Romans 
4:16-17). From the destruction of the temple until now, the Gospel has 
gone out to the Gentile nations, making Abraham the “Father of many 
nations.” It also has been referred to as “the Church Age.”  

 
• The interim time between the 69th and 70th week is not indefinite. The 

timing is not “to be determined” or based on the accomplishment of the 
church to preach the Gospel to every tribe, tongue, people, and nation. 
The timing is “set” or “appointed,” and the Gospel will be preached before 
that time comes (see Daniel 8:19, 11:27, 11:29, 11:35).  

 
• The final seven years, the Seventieth Week, begins with a 7-year treaty 

made with many. One participant will be the Antichrist and it will include 
Israel, but not exclusively with Israel. The Antichrist could also be one of 
many and may not be identified at the beginning, but there will be no 
doubt who he is when the Abomination of Desolation occurs.   
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• During the middle of the seven years, the antichrist turns on the Jews. 

This is known as the abomination of desolation. From this event to the end 
of the seven years is known as the Great Tribulation.  

 
• There is no mention of a seven-year tribulation in the Bible. During the first 

section of the seven years, the Antichrist is at peace with the Jews.  
 

 
B. THE TRIBULATION 
 

The word tribulation means pressure or distress, and it is used several times in 
the Bible to describe times of trouble. However, the Tribulation, or the Great 
Tribulation, describes an end time event that will be centered around the 
persecution of the Jews.  
 
Matthew 24:15-22 
“(15) Therefore when you see the abomination of desolation,’ spoken of by 
Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy place (whoever reads, let him 
understand), (16) then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains. (17) Let 
him who is on the housetop not go down to take anything out of his house. (18) 
And let him who is in the field not go back to get his clothes. (19) But woe to 
those who are pregnant and to those who are nursing babies in those days! (20) 
And pray that your flight may not be in winter or on the Sabbath. (21) For then 
there will be great tribulation, such as has not been since the beginning of the 
world until this time, no, nor ever shall be (22) And unless those days where 
shortened, no flesh would be saved; but for the elect’s sake those days will be 
shortened (see also Mark 13:14 and Luke 21:20-21).” 
 

• The Tribulation, or the Great Tribulation, is centered around the Jews, but 
it will affect the world. It will be the worst persecution the Jews have had in 
all their history.  

 
• The Great Tribulation is in the middle (not mid-point) of the last seven 

years of Daniel’s Seventy Week Prophecy.  
 

• The Great Tribulation, the second part of the 70th week, lasts 1260 days 
(which is 42 months or 3 1/2 years). It is also referred to as “time, times, 
and half a time.” Prophetic years are made up of 360 days.  

 
• The Tribulation starts when the Antichrist turns on the Jews and the 

sanctuary, the place that represents the dwelling place of God.  
 

• The Jews are warned to flee and hide when the Antichrist puts an end to 
sacrifice.  
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• There will be unsaved men, women, and children that survive the 
Tribulation.  

 
• The Antichrist requires people to swear allegiance to him by getting a 

tattoo or mark on the forehead or right hand. It is known as the Mark of the 
Beast (Revelation 13:16-18; 14:9-11; 16:2) 

 
• The two witnesses will preach and prophesy throughout the Tribulation. At 

the end of the Tribulation they will be martyred, then resurrected at the 
rapture.  

 
• There are seventy-five days referred to by Daniel in chapter 12:11-12 

broken up into two sections, one of 30 days and the second of 45 days. In 
the book of Revelation we read that there is an outpouring of the wrath of 
God (Revelation 15 and 16) and also a time for the restoration of the earth 
(Joel 2:18-21), which both events describe what is known as the Day of 
the Lord. It is likely that these events will take place during the 75 days, 
which occur after the Rapture.  

 
See Also 
Jeremiah 30:1-24 The time of Jacob’s trouble 
Daniel 7:25 
Daniel 11 through 12:2 
Daniel 12:7 
Zechariah 4:2, 3 
Revelation 8 and 9 (The trumpets describe the Tribulation) 
Revelation 11:1-11  
Revelation 12:6-17 
Revelation 13:5 
 

Conclusion 
The world has been through great difficulty in the past, there are nations that are going 
through great difficulty now, and great difficulty has been prophesied for the future, 
especially for the Jews and the Middle East. However, our hope is not in this world, but 
our faith is in Jesus Christ! Don’t be afraid, but prepare for His glorious return! 


