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The rapture and the second coming are two separate events, but both are part of His 
coming. In the rapture, Jesus gathers His saints in the air. In the Second Coming, Jesus 
returns to the earth. In this compilation of scriptures, there is a description of both 
events and a listing of scriptures for each separate event.  
 
Rapture Description 

• Jesus appears in the clouds of heaven 
• Jesus gathers His saints 
• The dead rise first 
• Those that are alive meet Christ in the air 
• Bodies are going to rise up and changed in an instant in the air 
• The gathering may take more than an instant 
• There are angels present 
• There is a shout 
• A loud voice heard “Come up here!” 
• The unsaved are watching the rapture take place 
• There is a trumpet blast 
• The rapture occurs immediately after the tribulation 
• The heavens are shaken 
• The sun, moon, and stars are darkened 
• There is an earthquake, every mountain and island is moved 
• The dark sky splits open like a scroll 
• The rapture is very public-31to 
• The rapture immediately precedes the wrath of God 
• Leaders run and hide in fear of God’s wrath 

 
Second Coming Description 

• Jesus returns to the earth after the wrath of God is poured out 
• He stays on the earth from the Second Coming through the Millennium 
• He comes riding on a white horse 
• His eyes are like fire, and there are many crowns on His head 
• His robe has been dipped in blood 
• The saints are with Jesus 
• The saints are wearing clean white linens, following Him on white horses 
• Jesus’ feet stand on the Mount of Olives 
• There will be an earthquake that divides the mountain in two 
• Jesus comes to take His victory 
• The Second Coming includes all events from His return through the Millennium 

(including Armageddon, Satan bound, the sheep and goat judgment, the 
cleansing of the earth, etc.) 
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A. RAPTURE 
 

Christians use the word rapture to describe the event where Jesus gathers His 
saints out of the earth by bringing them up to meet Him in the air.   
 
The word “rapture” is not in the Bible, but it comes from the Greek word harpazo 
in I Thessalonians 4:17. This Greek word means “to seize, carry off by force, to 
snatch out or away, to claim for one’s self eagerly.”1 Harpazo comes from haireo 
means “to take for oneself, to prefer, choose.” It has been described as a divine 
power transferring a person marvelously and swiftly from one place to another. 
implies that the action is quick or forceful, and some translations use the adverb 
“suddenly” to make this implication.  
 
That Latin Vulgate translates the Greek word harpazo in I Thessalonians 4:17 as 
rapiemur from the verb rapio meaning “to catch up” or “take away.”  The English 
word rapture comes from the Latin raptura.  
 
I Thessalonians 4:16-17 
“(16) For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice 
of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 
(17) Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in 
the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord.”  
 
Matthew 24:29-31  
“(29) Immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be darkened, and 
the moon will not give its light; the stars will fall from heaven, and the powers of 
the heavens will be shaken, (30) Then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in 
heaven with power and great glory. (31) And He will send His angels with a great 
sound of a trumpet, and they will gather together His elect from the four winds, 
from one end of heaven to the other.”  
 
I Corinthians 15:50-52   
“(50) Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of 
God; nor does corruption inherit incorruption. (51) Behold, I tell you a mystery: 
We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed- (52) in a moment, in the 
twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead 
will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.” (Revelation 11:15-19) 

 
Revelation 6:12-17 
“(12) I looked when He opened the sixth seal, and behold, there was a great 
earthquake; and the sun became black as sackcloth of hair, and the moon 
became like blood. (13) And the stars of heaven fell to the earth, as a fig tree 
drops its late figs when it is shaken by a mighty wind. (14) Then the sky receded 
as a scroll when it is rolled up, and every mountain and island was moved out of 
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its place. (15) And the kings of the earth, the great men, every slave and every 
free man, hid themselves in the caves and in the rocks of the mountains, (16) 
and said to the mountains and rocks, ‘Fall on us and hide us from the face of Him 
who sits on the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb!’ (17) For the great day of 
His wrath has come, and who is able to stand?”  
 
See Also: Daniel 12:1-3; Matthew 24:32-51; Revelation 11:11-13 (the two 
witnesses resurrected, likely raptured with the rest of the saints); Revelation 
11:15-19: Revelation 14:14-16 (Before the wrath of God, Revelation 15:1-8) 

 
 
B. SECOND COMING 
 

The following are scriptures specific to the actual return of Jesus Christ to the 
earth, where His feet stand on the Mount of Olives.  
 
Zechariah 14:4 
“And in that day His feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, which faces 
Jerusalem on the east. And the Mount of Olives shall be split in two, from east to 
west, making a very large valley; half of the mountain shall move toward the 
north and half of it toward the south.” 
 
Acts 1:9-12  
“(9) Now when He had spoken these things, while they watched, He was taken 
up, and a cloud received Him out of their sight. (10) And while they looked 
steadfastly toward heaven as He went up, behold, two men stood by them in 
white apparel, (11) who also said, ‘Men of Galilee, why do you stand gazing up 
into heaven? This same Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will so 
come in like manner as you saw Him go into heaven. (12) Then they returned to 
Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath’s 
day’s journey.”  
 
Revelation 19:11-16 
“(11) Now I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse. And He who sat on 
him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and makes 
war. (12) His eyes were like a flame of fire, and on His head were many crowns. 
He had a name written that no one knew except Himself. (13) He was clothed 
with a robe dipped in blood, and His name is called the Word of God. (14) And 
the armies in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, followed Him on 
white horses. (15) Now out of His mouth goes a sharp sword, that with it He 
should strike the nations. And He Himself will rule them with a rod of iron. He 
Himself treads the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. (16) 
And He has on His robe and on His thigh a name written: KING OF KINGS AND 
LORD OF LORDS.” 
 
 Our King is coming! 


